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a mother who thought teaching her child orderli-
ness meant requiring her to keep her toys and
dolls in rows in bureau drawers. The drawers were
heavy and the ordeal of getting at the toys arranged
for her mother's inspection annulled all the pleas-
ures of play, with the result that this child's play life
was reduced to those few activities that would not
"make a clutter." In this situation a teacher could
easily demonstrate how orderly and yet how ac-
tively children could play with their blocks and
toys and dolls by inviting the mother to school to
see the kindergarten rooms.

Very often the indulgence of one parent in-
creases the harshness of the other, and a child is
torn between two extremes. Here the situation
calls for a compromise, a decision concerning cer-
tain family regulations which both will adhere to.
To be of influence, a teacher must herself have
mastered the art of gaining good conduct in this
child's case without either harshness or indulgence
or coddling. The indulgent parent must never be
able to say, "You gave in to him, too," or the strict
parent to say, "You hold him down just as I do."
Parents must be able to see what methods are used
and why they succeed, and to say to themselves,
"If Miss Curtis can get results, we can!" And if